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SERMON 
Preach'd before the pv 


QUEEN. 


Philip. 1. 10. | 
That 1 may know bim, and the power of 
| bs ReſurreFion, 


E ſhall cafily ſee the Deſign of chele 
V Words, :and what uſe:we are to make 
of them, if we look at theis Connexi- 

on with the Diſcourſe that goes before, St. Paul in 
this Chapter, ſers himſelf ro ſhew the Excellency, 
and the great Adyantages of the Knowledge of Tel 
Chrift, and how inconfiderable, howunworthy to be 
named in compariſon therewith, all thoſe things 
were, that the Jews his Country-men ſo much glo- 
ried in. His Diſcourſe upon this occaſion is ſo! very 
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oils. that ic will be worth our while to run 
over the particulars of ir. f\ 


{2}, 1.s x 
if he had ſaid, vn hilippians, that | og 
fore ſpeak gh 47-6 mſ ges and Advan- 


rages whic by m__—_—_ of, 
y—_ 480k bene if chem 


my S. oO, on the _— if l would value 
any ieifopon tick outward carnal things, I have as 
much reaſon as any. Nay, thete | is not a Jew a- 
mong you that 'pethaps can ay ſo much on his 
WE abghalt ja this relpe&,cas.h can 5 nb 
or (ashe goes on in -che\s th, and 6th, verſes.) 
1 was circumciſed "the Pt Pbth” Wy, "fs the _ of os, 


of the Tribe of -.q an -raypir of th 

0nhing the: Lit, 'A Phariſe iſe 3 concerning Pf 
eAthhs the Chart: ein” the Rikbreos neW wh 
"ww Law, Blametsſs. 


' 'Thatss roſiy; Thibve tide only the * CharaRter of 
2'8on -of -Hbrabam'upon me, 'being circumciſed:; bur 
lr alſo of 'the/Race pf Tfrael, which, all the Git- 
<btricifſedChildter of Arabi are how. 

'Nay-further: Tm an J/delite\of .the Tribe of 
Benjanie; thar Benjamin which our'Father T/r..e| (o 
Guat" lowed, and that Tribe "Which together with 


Judab. 


alſo (faith he in the 4th. verſe) might have confi- 
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Judab, kept firm to the houle'of David, ang.the trug 
Religion, when the other ten Tribes reyolced. 
Nay: more, 1 am au Hebrew of the Hebrews. Nor 
fprung from Profelytes, 35 many,among,you are,. bur 
allmy:Ance tors, both by Fathex and Mother, being 
naturabhorn Jews; | SEA? 
And then as to my Profeſſion in Religion, it was 
the Rricteft among the Jews, tor 1 was a Phariſee. 
Aad-you all know: that Sect of all gathers to he. the 
moſteminenc far the Repuratian of Precilengls and 


 Sandtiry. 


Neither. did I in my Zeal for the Law of Mefes 
come ſhort of the ſtricteſt Phariſee that is among 
you ;; for wha was mdre-buke, more eager , more 
violent in perſecuting ( hriſtiauity thanb-was? : ;. 

And laſtly, To fumm up all, as to the Righteouſ- 
neſs which is by the Law am blameleſs. So pun- 
Etual bave | always. beea in obſerving} the Precepts 
of Mojes his Law, [that none caoreproye me/1n that 
point; but I may truly, in the Jewiſh notion. of 
Righteouſneſs, be accounted a Rightequs Perſon... 

But now am I much che better for all theſe things ? 
Have [any great tealan,to glory upon.the accqung 
af.' them? 'No,'verily , (a he: goes-.on.in tha xfb, 
verſe) but what things Were, gain\to' me, thoſe I:counted 
lofs. for Chrift. AM theſe outward Advantages, my. 


; Bantla, my:Projeſlion, my Se&,,my:Repuation, a TY 
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ftrict way of living ; which might have proved ve- 
ry beneficial to me in all worldly reſpets; when 
once came to the knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, I deſpiſed them'all :* For in truth Ifound that 
they were ſo far from being-reat Advantages.to:me, 
that they were rather hindrances in the way of Ver- 
: tue and Piety. 

Yea doubtleſs (as he goes on in the 8th. verſe). I ac- 
count all things but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chrift Jeſus my Lord , for whom I have ſuffered the loſs 
of all things, and do count them but dung that 1 may win 
Chriſt. Thatis to ſay, Not only the abave-named 
privileges, bur all other things whatſoever, Wealth, 
Greatneſs, Fame, Friends, and: Life it ſelf, I account 
them all very'pitiful things if they be compared with 
the ineftimable advantages of being a Chriſtian. As 
| have once, fo & will again readily forlake all, part 
| with all things that the World holds moſt dear and 
I valuable, nay, I will crample:them under my feer 
| hke' dirt and'dwng ; provided. F may obtain the: Fa- 
your of ' Chriſt. x 

And: (as he goes on in the gth. verſe) that I might 
be found'in him, not having-my. own Righteouſneſs, which 
&- of. the: Law, but that which is. by. the- Faith of Jeſus 
Ebriſt;” the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith, This 
| 4 Paſlage hath been frequently miſunderſtood, and in- 

 : berpretedto-a ſenſe that] believe. St. Paw. _ | 


| hin 
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think of. St. Paul doth not here oppoſe an inherent 
Righreonfneſs to an imputed one 3 bur an outward nates 
ral legal Righteouſneſs to that which is award and 
ſpiritual, and wrought in a Man by the Spitit of 
God. The Righteouſneſs which the Apoſtle here 
defires to be found it, is tiot the Rightevuſnels of 
Chriſt made his, or imputedto him ; but a real Righ- 
teoulneſs prodiiced in his Soul by the Faith of Jefus 
Chriſt. 

The plain Senſe of the Vetſe ſeertis to be this. 
Thar which above all things | defire is to be ford 
in Chriſt, i. e. to be found a Diſciple of his ; ingrafted 
inc him by being 4 Mermber of his Church, not 
having my own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, i. e. 


\ not being content with thoſe outward Ptiviledges, 


and that outwtrd Obedietice which by nify owt 
natural Srrength, I am able to yield ro' the Pres 
ceprs' of the Law, which is chat Righrebuſueſs itt 


| which he Jews place theft Confidence, arid by 


which they expe co be juſtified before God ; 
But that which is by the Faith of Jeſus" Criſt, the 
Rithteonfueſs which is of God by Faith; i. 6. that 
Righreoulnefs which 1 defire, ard in which orfly 
[ ſhall have the Confidence ts tppear befote God, 
is an inward Priticiple of Holiteſs ; thar Spiricu- 
al rettewed Obedience to God's Laws thick he 
doth require as the condition of his Favonr and 

B Accep- 
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Acceptance, and which I can never attain to but 
by the Faith of Chriſt; by becoming a Chriſtian. 
This is none of my own Righteouſneſs but God's, 
it being wrought in me by his Spirit, accompa- 
nying the preaching of the Goſpel; and as it is his 
Gift, ſo he will own it, and reward it at the laſt 
day. i 
This is the full importance of that Verſe, and 
then it follows by way of Explication of what he 
now laid, That 1 may know him and the power of his 
Reſurreftion, &c. This is the Righteouſneſs that 
I aſpire aſter, that I may know Chriſt, not only by 
a notional belief of his Do&rines, or Profeſſion of 
his Religion, bur by a ſpiritual experimental Know- 
ledge of him, ſuch a Knowledge as transforms me 
into his Spirit and Temper ; And that 1 may know the 
power of bis Reſurrefion, i. e. that I may experience 
in my ſelf all the good effefts, that his Reſur- 
rection has a power to work in me; that I may 
feel the Vertue and Efficacy of it in my daily dy- 
ing to Sin, and riſing again to a new, holy, and 
heavenly Life. This is: that Righteonſneſs I long for, 
and in compariſon of which, I account all things in 
the World but as loſs and as dung. 

Thus have I given you a full Account of the 
Text, and of all the Apoſtles Diſcourſe that it 
depends upon. I now come to treat more par- 

ticularly 
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ticularly of ic with reference to the ſolemnity of 
this Day. 

We all here preſent do profeſs to believe the Ar- 
ticle of our Saviour's Reſurrefion, and our buſinels 
at this time isto celebrate the memory of ir. But we 
muſt not reſt here. We are not to look upon our 
Lord's Reſurrefion meerly as a thing to be believed, 
or profeſled, or commemorated; or as a matter of 
Fact that only concerned himſelf : But there is a 

reat deal in it which doth nearly concern us. 
The Apoſtle tells us, there is a great Power in it ; 
even a Power of railing us from Sin to a Holy and 
Vertuous Life. Ir is ſo ordered, as to be capable 
of being, and it, ought to be, a Principle of new Life 
in us, as it was the beginning of a new Life in our Sa- 
viour. Now this Yertue, this Power, this Effica- 


| cy of it, as it is that, which with the Apoſtle we 


ſtians. 


ought all. moſt earneſtly ro endeayour the expe- 
riencing in our ſelves; {o. it is that which will be 
ficteſt for us at this time to apply our Meditatis 
ons to. 

My Work therefore at this time ſhall be to give 
ſome Account: of the Power of Chriſt's Reſurreftion 
in order. to the making Men good, which- the 
Apoltle here ſpeaks of ; to ſhew how, or in whac 
reſpe&s it doth influence upon the Lives of Chri- 


B 2 Now 
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Now if we look into the Holy Scriptures, we - 


ſhall find that there is a four-fold Power attribu- 
ted to it'; or that it hath an influence: upon 
our Lives in thele fow reſpets. That is to 
ſay, 

c I. As it lays an Obligation upon Chriſtians to 
Holineſs and Ywrtue. 

H. Asit is the Principal Evidence of the Truth 
of our Religion, the Deſign of which is to make 
Men Holy and YVirtuous. 

Ii. As it is the great Support of our . future 
Hopes, or our Hopes of another Life ; which indeed 


is the main Encouragement we have to apply our 


ſelves jarhoully to the buſineſs of: i and 
Virtue. 

IV. And Fourthl, Asto it we do principal. 
ly owe all that ſupernatural. Grace and Strength, 
by which we are inabled to live Holily. and Firtu- 


onſly, Of theſe four Points, I ſhall Diſcourſe very | 


briefly. 


I. And Firſt of all, Our Saviour's Reſurreftion 
hath an influence upon our PraCtice, as it lays: an 


Obligation upon Chriſtians to lead Holy and Vir- | 


tuous Lives. As it is in it felf an incitement to 
Piety, and heavenly Mindedneſs. 


This 
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This is indeed the loweſt inſtance of its power ; 
bur yer we ought not to pals it by, becauſe the Wris 
ters of the New Teſtament do frequently inſiſt on 
ir. For thus they argue. if Chriſt was crucified for 
our fins; then ought we to crucifie them in our 
members. And if Chriſt roſe again the third day ; 
chen are we ingaged in conformity to kim to riſe 


| again to newnels of life, ro lead a ſpiritual, divine, 


heavenly life, ſuch a life as he now lives with 
God. 

And this in the ancient times was taught every 
Chriſtian in and by hjs Baptiſm. Whenever a per- 
ſon was baptized, he was not only to profeſs his 
faith in Chriſt's Death and Reſurreion, bur he was 
alſo to look upon himſelf as obliged in correſpon- 
dence therewith, to mortifie his former carnal affe- 
&ions, and to enter upon a new {tate of life. And 
the very Form of Baptiſm did livelily repreſent this 
Obligation to them. For what did their being 
plunged under water {ignifie, but their Underra- 
king in Imitation 'of Chriſt's Death and Burial, to 
forſake all their former evil courſes : As their aſcen- 
ding out of the water did their Engagement to 
lead a holy, ſpiritual life. This our Apoſtle doth 
more than once declare to us. 

Thus, Rom. vi. 4. We are buried (ſaith he) with 
Chriſt by Baptiſm unto death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed 


P 
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up from the dead, by the Glory of the Fatber, even ſo we 
alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. Thus again in the 
1oth and 11h verſes of that Chapter, In that Chriſt 
died, be died unto ſin once , but in that he liveth, he liveth 
unto God: likewiſe reckon ye your ſelves to be dead indeed 
wito ſin, but alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
That is to ſay, After the example of Chriſt's Death 
and Refurreim, account ye your ſelyes obliged to 
die to ſm, and to live to Righteouſneſs. 

Laltly, To name no more Texts, the ſame uſe 
doth the Apoſtle make of Chriſt's Reſurrefion in Co- 
loff. iii. 1,2. Tf ye then (ſaith he) be riſen with Chriſt, 
ſeek thoſe things which are above, Where Chriſt ſitteth at 
the right hand of God. i.e. You by entring into the 
: Chriſtian Covenant are incorporated into Chriſt, 


- Heis your Head, you are his Members; and therefore 


ſince he no longer leads a life of this World,it will by 
no means become you to live like Worldlings or 
Fpicures, but being riſen with bim (as the Members 
ought to do with the Head) to mind thoſe things that 
are aboye where he is, to ſet your affeftions (as he goes 
on) on the thugs above, and not on the things of the 
Earth. Far ye are dead, and your life is bid with Chriſt 
m God. 

Thele things plainly ſhew that the Apoſtles de- 
livered the Doctrine of Chriſt's Reſurrefion, as a 
Praflical Do&trine ; as a point, which, if Chriſtians 

believed 
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believed as they ſhould do, ir would ingage them 
ro mortifie their luſts, ro die to the World, to place 
their affeftions on ſpiritual things, to have their 
converſations in Heaven, where Chriſt our Head, 


our Life, now fits at the right hand of God. 


Il. Great will the influence and Power of Chriſt's 
Reſurrefion upon our lives appear to be, when we 
conſider that it is indeed the principal Evidence that 
we have for the Truth of our Religion, the very de- 
ſign of which is to make us Yertuous and Holy. 

If any thing in the World can make a man good, 
it muſt be a hearty belief of the Goſpel. And if 
afy thing in the World can make a man heartily to 
believe the Goſpel, it muſt be the Reſurreion of 
our Sayiour from the dead. All that Power theres 
fore, that the Goſpel of Chriſt hath to make men 
good ; all that force and efficacy that its Argu- 
ments, its Promiſes, its Precepts, its Encourage- 
ments, its Threatnings, have upon the Underſtand- 
ings and Wills of men in order to the bringing them 
to Vertue and Holineſs; I (ay, all this may in a 
great meaſure ultimately be reſolved into the-Ar- 
ticle of Chriſt's Reſurre&tion. For this Reſurrecti- 
on of his was the thing that did from the begin- 
ning, and doth now, and ever will aſcertain man- 


2 
kind of the Truth of Chriſt's Religion. This was, 
and 
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and will be for ever, the convincing Evidence, that 
what Jeſws taught was true DoGrine, that what 
he commanded was of perpetual obligacion, thac 
what he promiled or threatned he was able to make 
00d, 

if Chriſt had nor riſen from the dead, but had 
for ever been detained in the Grave, notwithſtand- 
ing all that might be urged from the Goodneſs of his 
Dofrime, and the Imocency of his Life, and the mul- - 
titude of his Miracles, for the Proof of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity (though yer very i{trong and conclu- 
ding Proofs theſe are) I doubt it would hardly 
have met with that ready Entertainment in the 
World, that we find it did. But a great many, 
both then and now, would have made the ſame 
ObjeC&tion againſt Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel, thar 
the Phariſees did of old; that is ſay, That all his 
great Works and Miracles were done by Sotcery 
and Magick. And that as for the Innocency of 
his Life, and the great Yercue and Striftnels that he 
exprefled in his Converſation ; that was only uſed 
as a Trick and an Artifice the more eahily £0 im- 
poſe upon rhe World. | But now when it appears 
that chat Jeſs, who taught this holy Religion, 
who did thofe Miracles, who lived that vertuous 
Life ; did, after he was pm to a- cruel death, rilc 
again to life, and conyerked npon eatth for forty 


days 
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days together, and after that, in the prelence' of 
many SpeCatours did aſcend into Heayen : I ay, 
when this appears ( as God be thanked. it is. evident 
beyond all contradiion) here is no- room let tor: 
any ſuſpicion of. this nature ; but all pretences of. 
Impoſture do perfe&tly-vaniſh. It is impoſlible for 
any conſidering man to believe Chriſt's Refurredti-» 
on, and at the ſame time to doubt of thetruth of 
his Religion. x 

For thus let us reaſon. Chriſt over and over-again 
told his Apoſtles that he: ſhould"be- put ro dearh,: 
but after that, he would within three days rile. 
again... Matth..xvi. 21. xvii. 22+ Jobn xvi. 16. 

Nay, he,cold this not only.to the. Apoſtles, but 
to all the :People;..nay, more than.that, he gave 
this as a Token,: as an Evidence to 'them whereby. 
they ſhould know and be convinced that he was 
what he gave himſelf out to be, the Son of God 
and the great Prophet and Saviour that was to 
come. John ii. 19. IE. 

Nay, in the laſt: place, he not only refers the 
Jews.to his Re/urreion as' an Evidence of his being - 
the Chriſt, but:as che laſt' and /greateſt- Evidence 
that he had to give.. And ſuch as it chey were nor . 
convinced by, they muſt expect no other. . Matth. 


X11. 39, 40. RY 
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Our Saviaur now laying fuch a .mighty ſtye(s 
upon. this point of his Reſurrection, putting his 
whale cauſe (as I may ſpeak) upon this Wue :' 1 
ack, How is it poſlible to; imagine, that God Al- 
mighty ſhould make thele prediftions of our Sayi- 
our, good z. if he was not really what he precend- 
ed to be ? HED 
If Chriſt had been an Impoftor, it had been the 
eaſheſt matter in the World to have Rifled all his 
pretences for ever. It had but been to have let 
him mouldered to duſt in his: Grave, as all other 
men do, and as Fe, without the help of Om- 
nipotency, would haye done; And then all the 
World would have feen that he was a Deceiver. 
But now when in ſtead of, periſhing in the Grave, 
he was after three days reſtored to life again, as he 
had foretold the People ; nay, to a glorious, im- 
mortal Life; What are we to- conclude from 
hence ? | 

Did not God in this, appear witha witnels as 2 
Voucher and Approver of his cauſe > Was not this 
a demonſtration to all the Wosld, that,Chriſt Jeſus 
was. no Deceiver, but that he came from God ; 
and that what-ever he delivered: was the Truth'of 
God, and to be received as the Oracles of God > 


Certainly it was. 


For 
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For that a man ſhould be raiſed from che Dead 

any other Power, than the very Power of God ; 
all che Wodd knows to be impoſſible. The Devil, 
though he can do very ſtrange Fears in the natural 
World: Yet I never heard or read, that either he 
or any of his Agents or Minilters,. ſo much as pre- 
tended to raiſe the dead to life again. And certain- 
ly if he could have done ic, he would have dene ic 
often before this, (as in the caſe of Apollonins Tya- 
naw, Mahon, and others) if it had been for no 
other reaſon than to baffle thereby the Evidence of 
our Saviour's Reſurreftion, and render it unconclus 


front therefore certainly be the Power-of God 
that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead. Burt then to ſup- 
poſe thar-God fhould employ this Power for the 
piving Teſtimony to a Falſhood, chat he ſhonld 
tet his' own Seal to atreft an Untruch , as he muſt 
be ſuppaſed ro have done, if Jeſus was net his 
Son : What an unaccountable thing is this > No 
man that believes thar:God is [faithiul and juft-and 
true, and that he goyerns the World, can paſſibly 
1magine ſuch a thing. - For this had been to have 
contradicted all this own Attributes, and ts have 
laid an mmvincible- remptarion and ſnare before all 
mankind 'to believe an kmpious Lye. You fee then 
what an unexceprionable Proof , (nay [Demonftra- 
C 2 tion 
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tion(] may:call it) the Reſurrefion of Chriſt doth 
affotd ius: of «che: Truth: of his Religion; which 1s 
the ſecond Inſtance of: che Power that is in it to: bring 
men over to Holineſs and Vertue. 


I1I.. But,. Thirdly, the: Power of Chriſt's Reſurre- 
fion for the making us holy and vertuous will further 
appear in this relpet. Namely, as it is in particu- 
lar, the great ſupport of our Future Hopes ; the 
great Pledge and Aſlurance of 'our own Reſurrection 
and Immortality. 

For if Chriſt be riſen, then may we alſo be cer- 
tain that we ſhall at laſt be raiſed by him. . Be- 
cauſe Chriſt is'not-riſen for himſelf only, but as the 
firſt-fruits of them that ſlept, 1 Cor. xv. Good rea- 
ſon therefore had S. Paul to argue as he doth in 
that place, If Chriſt be preached that be is riſen from 
the dead ; bow ſay ſome among, you, that there is no Re- 
ſurreftion* On the contrary (as he urges) If we be- 
lieve that Jeſus Chriſt died and roſe again : Even ſo them 
alſo that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with bm. 1 Thell, 
iv. 1.4. 

For how can we delire to be better affured that 
our Bodies ſhall not for ever ſleep in the Grave, but 
ſhall at laſt be reunited to our Souls,and both Soul and 
Body live eternally in unſpeakable bliſs and happi- 
nels ; I ſay, How can we have greater aſſurance of 

this 
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this than by what was on this day brought to pals 
in our Saviour ?, 

We have hereby a clear demonſtration that the 
Reſurrection is poſſible. For Chriſt who was once 
dead,is alive again, and lives in unexpreſſible Glory, 
at the right hand of God. And at the ſame time 
that he roſe, he raiſed up other Bodies alſo of Holy 
Men to accompany him in his Triumph over 
Death. 

Bur that is not all. He that raiſed up himſelf 
and them, hath given us his ſolemn Word and Pro- 
miſe, in as expreſs terms as is poſſible, that he will 
by the ſame Power raiſe up us alſo ; and exaltus to 
the ſame Glory thart he is poſſeſſed of. He hath told 
us that he is the Reſurreftion and the Life. And that 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life ; and be will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 
There cannot be a ſtronger Proof of any thing ; 
than our Saviour's Reſurreion is of the happineſs of 

ood Men in another State. 

Which being ſo.; How powerful a means mult 
we needs conclude it to be, for the Reforming the 
manners of Mankind, and making them truly Holy 
and Virtuous ? 

Since we have thereby ſuch a Demonſtration 
given us of a glorious Immortality to be expected 
by us; what is it that can be able to hinder or 

divert 
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divert us from a ſerious purſuit of thoſe things thar 
lead toit 2 What could God do more by way of 
Motive and Argurnets, towards the Profelyting the 
World ro Religion and Righteouſneſs, rhan he hack 
done by thus aſcertaining or future Happineſs by 
the Returre&ion of his Son Jens ? 

To be cenain, that if 'we ſeriouſly apply our 
ſelyes to a life of Piery here, we ſhall be crowned 
with everlaſting Felicity hereafter ! To be certain, 
that if we follow the ſteps of -our blefled Saviour, 
we {hall forever ſhine in the ſame Glory and Luftre 
that he now doth at the right hand of his Pather ! 
To be able politively to ſay, 1 know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, and 1 know that if I live as he did, 
| (hall for ever live with him; and cho' i doth not 
yet appear what T ſhall be, yet this 1 know, that when 
he ſhall appear 1 ſhiill be like bm! O what noble 
Thoughts, what brave Reſolutions is this able to 
inſpire us wich * What Difhculries ſhall we be a- 
fraid of 2 What Laboursſhall we not willingly un- 
derrake-? What- Termprations ſhall we not eaſily 
vanquiſh in the Proſpect of fuch an erernal Crown 
of Glory, as awaits us, andis fecured to us by our 
Lord Jelus ? WM I 

'O happy we Chriſtians that have ſo clear a 
Revelation of thoſe things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him, thofe things which eye hath not 


ſeen, 
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ſeen, wir ear heard, neither did they enter into the 
heart of man. Bleffed, for ever blefled be our Lord 
Fefus Chriſt, that hath begotten us again to this lively 
hope by his Reſurreftion from the dead. 

O what mighty Encouragements have we to let 
our ſelves againſt our Sins, and to labour after the 
PerfeRion of Vietne,in compariſon of what thoſe have 
who are ignorant of our Savionr's Reſurreftion, and 
who knaw nothing of the other World but by the 
uncertain conjectures of their natural Reaſon ? 

If we had no other aſlurance- of the Immortality 
of the Soul, and the rewards and punifhments of 
another life, but what is afforded ns by the light 
of Nature, and the deductions of Philofophy ; | 
doubt we could neyer expect to ſee any great Re- 
formation in our manners. 

Some of the Philoſophers have indeed to their 
immartal Fame, afferted the truth of theſe things : 
But then- others of them have as much made ir 
theit bufmeſs to run them down. And as for thoſe 
of them that ſpoke the beft concerning the other 
World, yet God knows, their Diſcos upon this 
Argument (as will appear to any: that reads them} 
are generally very uncertain, and alrogether con- 
jeural. 

Bur adfnittiog their Reaſons to be Rrong and 
concluſive (as Fam far from denying that the Sous: 

Immortality 
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Immortality is demonſtrable by the light of Na- 
ure) yet there are generally theſe two Inconve- 
niences in the Arguments chey make uſe of for 
the Proof of this matter, which render them in a 
great meaſure ineffectual for the reforming mens 
lives. 

Firſt, They are generally of ſo great Subciley, 
{o- Nice, ſo Metaphyſical, Io much above the reach 
of ordinary Capacities, that they are uſeleſs to the 
greatelt part,of Mankind, who have not underſtand- 
ings ficced for chem. 

And Secondly, They have this inconvenience ko: 
wile, that a Man doth not lee the.Evidence of them, 
without a&tual attention to a long: Train of Pro-| 
poſitions; which attention, it may be, when 
Man moſt ſtands inneed of their Support, he thall 
neither have the leiſure nor the humour to give. 

But now the Chriſtian Method of proving ano- 
ther Life, is quite of another ſtrain, and wholly 
free from thele inconveniencies. That Demon- 
ſtration which Chriſt hath given us of a glorious 
Immortality by his Reſurrection from the dead, as it 
is infigiely. certain ,and concluſive ; ſo it is plain 
and caly, ſhort and compendious, powerful and 
operative. No Man that believes the matter of 
Fact, can deny the Cogency of it.: Men of the 


meaneſt Capacities may apprehend it. Perſons 
in 
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| ihia :mowd of buſineſs and in the midſt of rem-+ 
- ptations /may attend roit. And it hath this Vir- 

' tue befides that; it leaves a laſting impreſſion up- 

| onthe Spirits! of thoſe that do believe and confider 


$ Ut 


"Thanks therefore mn our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for 


+ this-excellenc Inſtrument of Piety, that he hath 


given' vs by his'ReſurreFion. /* Everlaſting Praiſes to' 


| his name} that he hath 'thus broughr Life and Immor® 
 tality to light by his Goſpd. '- This very thing alone 


was there nothing elle to be ſaid for the Chriſtian 
Revclation, - would ſufficiently juſtify both the Gol- 
pekit ſelf; and our Lord Jeſus the Author of ir, rd 


| al-Mankind; nay, and effeQually recommend his 
| Rekygion; aboveall others that ever were taught, to 
' all Perſons in all Nations of the World. | 


IV. Fourthly tinnd Laſtly, There is ſtill a furcher 


| Blefling comes to us by our Saviour's Reſurretion 
' from the dead; and in which indeed is chiefly ſeen 


and expreſled the great Power of it for the making 


| us Holy and Virtuous. That is to ſay, Unto it we 


do principally owe all that ſupernatural Grace and 


Aſſiſtance by which we are enabled ro vanquiſh our 


Corruptions, and to live up to the Precepts of 


' our Religion. 


As Chriſt by .his ReſurreQion, did oblige'us ro 
, D lead 
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lead new lives: As ;Chriſk, by is. Refurte&tion did 


demonſtrate the. truch of che Chriſtian Religion, 
which is wholly in order to gur. leading ntw loves 2: 
As by, his Reſurrection be cleated; upto” vs the 
certainty of our future State, and thereby gave us: 
the greateſt Motive and Encouragement toi lead new 
lives : So in thelaſt place, by the ſame Reſerrefis 
on he acquired a Poxver. of coalerring Gracerand 
Strength and. Influence; ypon :us, by the: Virtue: of 
which we are.in fa& inabled to lad new liven 1 
'Fho' Chriſt by his death reconciled-us re God, 
- and procured Fl Pardon of Sin for-us;: yet the 
2Qual benefit of this Reconciliation; the: aftual ape 
plication, of this Pardon, did, depend oaiont bel 
formance of.. certain. Conditians., '-Whidh Candi; 
tions were, that. we ſhould mortify all our evil af-. 
feftions, and frame our Lives ſuitably to the Laws 
of the Goſpel. But now the! Grace and Powter 
by which we are; inabled 'to.. do this, was.inot 
ck effe@ of Chriſt's Death, þur of his Refurrefion::. 
. It was when be aſcended up on high and bd Coperhir 
Captive, that is, when -he | had .yanguiſhed . Death 
which. had vanquiſhed all the World' before ; 4& 


was then, (4 the Scripture allures,us); and+not gil. | 


they that he was in a capacity of giving gifts rats 
men. It was not till he was glorified, as. & Jabs 


i: that' the tel ſpirit was given - 


Hence: | 
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- Hence itis, that we every where find the Apo- 
Mes attributing the buſineſs of Man's Juftifica- 
tion and Salvation, as much, or more to Chriſt's 
Refarreflion, than to his Paſſi ron. If Chriſt be nat riſen 
(ich St. Pal, 1 Cor. xy.) your. Faith is vain, ye are 
yt ij your ' Sims, Andeed, if Chriſt had periſhed i in 
the Grave, - we had ll had allthe load of our fins 
upon us ; becanfſe we had had no affurance thar 
God had accepted the Aronement and Propitiari- 
on which he had made for them. And much leſs 
could we have promiſed to 6ur (elyes, that we 
ſhould have been affſted by any Divine Power 
for the fiibduing of them. 
- Again, he ſame Sr. Pax! rells us, Rom. iv. that 
Gift was" Weſivered for” our fins, and raiſed again for 
oF juſtification; Chrift's Drath was'the Sacrifice, the 
SatifafFo for our ' Sins.” But it was by the means 
of his Re/uveHion, char that Sacrifice and SaticfaQti- 
On 15 hpplicd 16 us; tid we for” the merits of ic 
become juſtified before God. 
'Lafth, "To name n6more Texts, Who (ich ihe 
"ou Apoſtle, Rom. 'viii) ſhall lay any thing fo 
the charge of Gods ele? It God thee juftifyeth © Who 
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that is vie agii; "9 ir evey the right hand of God, 


| who alſo maketh "ntereeſſon for its." 


D 2 Here 


— 


24 A Sermon Preach'd | 


| Here thea is the. great, Power of an our. Sayjour's 
b Reſurreftion to make us good. Chriſt being riſen 
from the dead, hath all Power given him both. in 
Heaven and in Earth, God, as St. Paul exprellech 
it, hath put all things under OR feet., and; hath /gives 
bim to be head over all things to the Church, Eph. 1. 22, 
Now in the fulneſs of thac Power that he. is inveſts 
ed:with; as he doth on one hand, with nevers | 
filing efficacy make continual Incerceſſion for his | 
Church . and | every Member, gf iic.: .. $9: he .dath 
RI on.the other hand, gut, of the tulneſs of chat, Power, 
g derive and communicate ſo. mach Strength and 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of the Divine.;Spiric. to all 
Chriſtiags ;: that .if they make 2; ggod. uſe. of it, 
they, ſhall. not fail to perform all..choſe, Condiri» 
ons of Faith and Repentance anda, Holy . Life, .thac 
are required of them, in order to their being made 
actual partakers of allthoſe unſpeakable Benefits, 
which he. ,purchaſed for | Mankind. by his Death 
and Sufferings. 
_ [Chriſt by: bis Refurrection. | is become both our | 
High-Prieſt and our King; both our Advocate and 
our Lord. By that i which he then obtained; 
as our Prieſt and; Advocate he: doth. with Awcharity: 
recommend us ang. all pc concernmgencs $9 his Fa- 
ther. As our King and Lord, he.rules, and governs 
us; he takes care of us ; he provides for us; he re- 
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preſſes the: inſults of his and our Enemies, and de- 
feats all their attempts againſt us ; ' And, laſtly, he 
ſupplies us from time to time with fuch a meaſure 
of. Grace and Strength, and influence of his Divine 
Spirit, as, he ſees is needful or proper for our Con- 
dition. 

If all this now that I have ſaid be the effe&t of 
our Saviour's RefurreCion, as it certainly is : Muſt 
we not' needs own that there is a mighty power in 
it-for the making us good? What can any man 
among us , that profeſlerh co believe that Jeſus was 
raiſed from the dead, ſay for himfelf, if he leads a 
wicked life ? What Apology can he make for the 
continuance in his.ſins > Will he ſay that the Tem- 
prations to {in are too ſtrong for him; that he wants 
Grace, and Strength to overcome his evil Habits ; 
and that through the corruption of his Nature he 
mult of neceſſity remain a flave all his daysto his Paſ- 
ſions and Appetites whether he will or no? Why in 
ſaying this, he forgers that Chriſt is rien from the dead. 
For if he did remember that, he would remember 
alſo, that there is a Yertue and Power, above that of 
corrupt Nature, which he as a Chriſtian may eafily 
come by ,; if he ſeriouſly ſeek after ic; Namely, 
The.Grace and Strength of the Holy Spirit of God, 
which | haye been ſpeaking of, which Chriſt upon 
his Reſurrection obtained the diſpoſal 'of ; and: 
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which he never fails to ſend down upen every Sou] 


that heartily prays for it ; and when-ever he gives 
it, he gives it in ſuch gneaſures, char a man may 
certainly, by the influence thereof, avercome all 
his evil and corrupt Adections; or if he do nor, it 
{hall be entirely his own fault. - . 

O what a mighty Comfort and Encouragement 
ought this to be to all choke thac heanily defire and 
endeavour £0 be good. All fuck may- with bold- 
neſs approach to the Throoe of Grace, and confi- 
dently open their wants, ao doubting of ſuch Re- 
lief as is molt convenient for them. Our Savior 
is riſen, and fits at the Right hand of Ged. - He 
that loved us fo dearly as to die for us, is now en- 
cered into bis Kingdom, and is able to grant us 
whatſoever we ak. 

Do we find our {elves burdened with our fins? 
Do we want Rrength to nefit Tiemptavions,: and to 
maſter our {krogg Corruptions? Oar Saviour 4s riſen, 
and now ever- livetb -to make interceſjron for- ws, Let 
us fly to him for {uccour, let us beg a portien of that 
Grace and Holy Spirit he hath purchaſed for vs. 
We may relt {atisfied be will char our Prayers; and- 
denive ſuch vigpur..and !influence. upon: our Soils, 
that we ſhall in 'due time, by the means thereof, 
vanquith and triumph over every thing that op- 
poſeth us. | 
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''Wecminor m-amy wite-doubt of his Power, - for 
God by raifing hims from the dead hath made him 
both King and Prieſt, hath exalted him to the 
higheft Amhoriy and Dignity both in Heaven and 
Earth. We cannot doubr of his good wi, for be 
that underwent ſo many Difficulties and Agonies | 
for -us in the days ol his Fleſh, cannor forger thoſe 
whom he hath-ranfomed with-fo grear a price, nor 
fuffer that Power which Gad bathigiven him, to lie 


by him enimployeds” #6. | 
To (conclude; -Ler ws not faint; Lec: nor our 
hearts be troubled; Let us' not deſpair of any 
thing. Our Saviour is riſen. Our High-prielt is enters 
ed within the vail, hath taken poſleflion of the high- 
eſt Heaven , where he continually makes interceſi- 
on for us. Such a High-prieſt as is kind and com- 
paſſionate, and tender-hearted ; that knoweth our 
frame, and remembreth that we are but duſt ; thar 
pities our weakneſſes, and is ſenſible of the difficul- 
ties we have to conflict wigh, as having himſelf had 
ſufficient experience of them.” And withal, ſuch a 
High- prieſt as is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all thoſe that 
come unto God through him. 
_ Thus have I given ſome account of the Virtue 
of our Saviour's Reſurreftion, in order to the ma- 
king us ſincerely Good. What remains ? But thac 


as we ſhould heartily thank God for theſe benefits 
of 
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of it; lo.we ſhould eſpecially endeavour tobe gar- 
takers of them ; 'not contenting our ſelves with a 
notional, ineffeRual Faich, bur labouring with-S., 
Paul experimentally ro know Chriſt Jeſus and. the oo 
er of bis Reſurredion. 


| Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead 
| our Lord Jeſus that great ſhepherd of the ſheep , through 
, the blood of the everlaſting Covenant ; make you perfeth 
in every good work, to do his will, watking 3 in, you that. 
which 45 well pleaſing i in bjs ſeght , through Feſus Grip, 
to whom be glory for and ever, Amen, 


